
 

 

 

 

 

Express Logistics Services, LLC 
1701 NW, 87th Avenue, Suite 300 
Doral, FL 33172 
Ph + 1 (305) 456-7884 
Fax + 1 (786) 999-8847 

 

 
Miami April 22, 2016 
 

Safety of Cargo and Life at Sea (SOLAS) 
Verified Gross Mass 

 
Dear Valued Customer, 
 
To ensure the safety of the vessels and workers across the supply chain, the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) will start its global enforcement of the International Convention for Safety of Life at Sea 
(SOLAS) requirements on July 1, 2016. 
 
This means that containers will not be placed onboard the vessel unless the verified gross mass of the 
containers has been communicated and documented in advance. Gross mass as defined by IMO 2.1.6 
“means the combined mass of a container’s tare mass and the masses of all packages and cargo items, 
including pallets, dunnage and other packing material and securing materials packed into the container”. It 
is very important to emphasize, the shipper will be responsible for the weight accuracy and the verified 
gross mass. If the shipper provides any untimely and/or inaccurate information, the shipper will be liable 
and responsible to Express Logistics Services for any fines, penalties, delays, additional costs of any kind 
(e.g. demurrage, detention, storage, etc.), damages or losses resulting therefrom. 
 

For more information, please refer to the IMO’s Guidelines on SOLAS 
(http://www.worldshipping.org/industry-issues/safety/cargo-weight) 

 
 
Express Logistics Services will be fully compliant with this requirement. To maximize efficiency, shippers 
will now be required to prepare a Verified Gross Mass Form (“VGM Form”). The VGM Form requires that 
the shipper provide the following information and return the VGM Form to Express Logistics Services by or 
before the cut-off time requirements as instructed by the local origin port authority. 
 
• Authorized person in Capital letters to represent the signature of the shipper 
• Booking Number and/or Express Logistic Services Reference Number 
• Container Number 
• Method for deriving the weight named in the form 
• Weight and UOM (unit of measure – KGS or LBS) 
 
As this is a new SOLAS requirement for all shippers, in all countries, it is our intention to work with each 
and every customer to ensure compliance is collectively achieved. 
 
Thank you for being a Valued Customer. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
Express Logistics Services for further information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Express Logistics Services, LLC 

http://www.worldshipping.org/industry-issues/safety/cargo-weight


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
1. What is Verified Gross Mass (VGM)? 
 
Verified Gross Mass means that the weight of each packed container must be proven. This Verified Gross 
Weight must not only consider the masses of all packages and cargo items, but the container tare and all 
additional loading equipment (e.g. lashing material) too. Please refer to Chapter 2.1 of the SOLAS 
guideline. VGM has not the same meaning and cannot be mixed up with the weight declared in the Booking 
nor with the weight declared on the Bill of Lading: 
 

 
 
2. How can VGM be determined? 
 
There are two ways to determine a VGM in accordance with the new SOLAS regulation: 
 
a) Method 1: Weighing 
After it has been completely packed and sealed, the container can be weighed. The weighing can be 
performed by the shipper or by a third party contracted by the shipper (please refer to Chapter 5.11 of the 
SOLAS guideline). Any scale, weighbridge, lifting equipment or other devices used to verify the gross mass 
of the container must meet the applicable accuracy standards and requirements of the state in which the 
equipment is being used (please refer to Chapter 2.1 of the SOLAS guideline). 
 
b) Method 2: Calculating 
All packages and cargo items may be weighed individually (including the mass of pallets, dunnage and 
other packing and securing material) and must be added to the tare of the container visible on the exterior 
of the container (please refer to Chapter 5.1.2 of the SOLAS guideline). 
 
The method used for weighing the container’s content is subject to the certification an approval as 
determined by the competent authority of the state in which the packing and sealing of the container were 
completed (please refer to Chapter 5.1.2.3 of the SOLAS guideline). 
 
Any weighing equipment used to weigh the contents of the container must meet the applicable accuracy 
standards and requirements of the state in which the equipment is being used (please refer to Chapter 2.1 
of the SOLAS guideline). 
 
3. What is the scope of this new regulation? 
 
The new regulation applies to: 

 All packed containers 

 to which the International Convention for Safe Containers (CSC) applies and 

 which are to be loaded onto a ship subject to SOLAS Chapter VI. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
4. When will the VGM requirement enter into force? 
 
The new SOLAS requirement is valid from 1 July 2016. 
 
5. Who is responsible for submitting the VGM to the carrier? 
 
The shipper is always responsible for the verification of the gross mass of a container as well as for 
ensuring that the VGM is communicated to the carrier. The carrier itself is not obliged to cross-check the 
VGM received. Independent of the party verifying and sending the VGM, it remains in the responsibility of 
the shipper that the carrier and terminal operator receive the information in time In order to honour possible 
time constraints. 
 
6. When must the VGM be submitted at the latest? 
 
To ensure continuation of the high level of service quality, Express is currently working on defining 
dedicated VGM Cut-Off times that will be available soon and communicated in due time prior VGM coming 
into effect. VGM Cut-Off will additionally be informed in the Booking Confirmation. 
 
7. What if the VGM exceeds the maximum payload? 
 
Containers exceeding the maximum payload indicated on the Safety Approval Plate and which are subject 
to the International Convention for Safe Containers (CSC) may not be loaded onto the vessel. 
 
8. How to handle discrepancies between the weight declared in the shipping instruction and the 
VGM weight? 
 
The weight declared on the Bill of Lading is the cargo gross weight and therefore it must differ from the 
verified gross mass. But it is expected that the cargo gross weight included into the VGM equals the cargo 
gross weight mentioned in the Bill of Lading. 
 
As the purpose of the VGM as per SOLAS guideline is operational and the BL weight is commercial it is 
currently not clear what exact role VGM will play when it comes to documentation. We do expect that any 
requirement to consider the VGM in the documentation or report VGM to any authority will become part of 
the national legislations. 
 
For the moment however VGM will 
 

 Not be validated against the Bill of Lading weight 

 Not be printed on the Bill of Lading 

 Not be reported to any authority 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THINGS TO CONSIDER: 
 
Exporters: 
 

 Determine methodology for weighing and certifying cargo. 
 

 Equipment in place, calibrated, and certified? 
 

 What documentation will you use to provide verified gross mass? 
 

 Who in your Company is an authorized signer? 
 
Importers: 
 

 Beging discussions with suppliers on their process. 
 

 Increase booking lead time to allow extra processing time at origin. 
 

 Consider posible mode change for critical order needed to arrive in July. 
 
 


